
Program Summary Schedule:  FY 2008 - FY 2020

ACHP and DOE sign cultural resources programmatic 
agreement (8/11)

USACE issues CWA Section 404 individual permits (8/11)

DOI BLM issues right
of way for utility
corridors (12/12)

DOE issues decision to restrict air space 
surrounding surface facilities (3/17)
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Program Summary Schedule:  FY 2009 - FY 2020 
FY2014 FY2013 FY2012 FY2011 FY2010 FY2009 
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DOE completes construction
(10/19) 

DOE submits license 
application update for 
license to receive and 
possess (03/16) 

NRC renders decision on repository
construction authorization (12/11) 

[Updated 1/2/09] 

FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 

NRC issues safety
evaluation report for 
license application 
(03/10) 

DOE completes NV rail 
alignment corridor land
acquisition (08/13) 

DOE begins repository
construction (10/12) 

DOE initiates NV rail access 
service to repository (09/18) 

DOE awards truck cask design and certification contract (03/14) 

DOE publishes final NWPA
Section 180(c) policy (04/15) 

DOE begins repository
operations (03/20) 

NRC renders decision on 
repository license to 

receive and possess (03/19) 

DOE completes start-up and
pre-operational testing (12/19) 

NRC issues repository regulations
conforming to revised 40 CFR 197 

standards (2009) 

NRC issues safety evaluation 
report for license to receive 

and possess (09/17) 

DOE starts NV rail 
construction 
(11/13) 

DOI BLM renders decision on ROW applications
for NV rail construction and operation (2009) 

Vendors submit TAD canister-based system
safety analysis reports to NRC (09/09) 

NRC renders decision on CoCs for DOE SNF and HLW transportation
cask design (09/15) 

NRC renders decision on CoCs for truck cask design (09/15) 

STB issues decision on whether to grant DOE
a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity required to construct and operate
the NV rail line for common carriage (2009) 

LEGEND 
DOE internal milestone 
External agency milestone 

ACRONYMS 
ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
BLM Bureau of Land Management 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
CoC Certificate of compliance 
CWA Clean Water Act 
DoD Department of Defense 
DOE Department of Energy 
DOI Department of the Interior 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement 
FY Fiscal year 
HLW High-level radioactive waste 
LSN Licensing Support Network 
NRC Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
NV Nevada 
NWPA Nuclear Waste Policy Act, as amended 
ROW Right-of-way 
SNF Spent nuclear fuel 
STB Surface Transportation Board 
TAD Transportation, aging and disposal 
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

DOI BLM renders decision on 
utility ROW applications (12/12) 

DOI and DOE complete work for repository land withdrawal (03/11) 

DoD USACE issues CWA Section 404 individual permits for 
repository construction, if determined to be  necessary (08/11) 

Milestones are dependent upon appropriations, timely issuance of all necessary authorizations and permits, absence of litigation-related delays, and enactment of legislation that addresses funding reform and permanent land withdrawal. 

ACHP and DOE sign repository
programmatic agreement for current
operations and construction (09/09) 

DOE begins negotiations
with ACHP on repository

operations programmatic 
agreement (01/15) 

ACHP and DOE sign
repository operations
programmatic agreement
09/15) 

DOE begins discussion with DoD
USACE on permit requirements under 

CWA Section 404 (09/09) 
DOE or contractors submit 
applications to DOI BLM for utility
ROWs (12/10) 

DOE submits ROW application 
to DOI BLM for access road 

(03/11) 

DOI BLM renders decision on ROW 
application for access road (09/12) 

FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 

FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 

DOE completes environmental
review report  (09/18) 

DOE submits LSN certification update letter
for license to receive and possess (03/16) 

DOE awards contract for DOE 
SNF/HLW transportation cask

design and certification (03/14) 

DOE begins
national 
transportation
system 
operations
(03/20) 

DOE completes NV rail 
construction (07/18) 
DOE completes NV rail testing 
and commissioning (08/18) 

DOE initiates NV rail access 
service to repository (09/18) 

DOE completes 
environmental 
review report 
(06/11) 

NRC renders decision on CoCs for small or medium 
rail cask design (09/15) 

DOE awards small or medium rail 
cask design contracts (03/14) 

DOI BLM renders decision regarding free-use 
permits for repository construction (07/12) 

NRC renders decision on CoCs for TAD 
canister-based systems (01/12) 

DOE issues draft supplement 
to Repository Final and 
Supplemental EIS (05/09) 

DOE submits application to DOI BLM for 
free-use permits for rail ballast quarry 
development and operation (01/13) 

DOI BLM renders decision on free-use permits for rail 
ballast quarry development and operation (10/13) 

DOE/RW-0604 6 January 2009    DOE/RW-0604 7 January 2009
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