Green Party of Cuyahoga County

David Elfison, AlA

3118 Carroll Ave.

Cleveland, OH 44113 550165
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September 4, 2001

The Honorable Spencer Abraham
Secretary of Fnergy

J.5. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, D.C. 205385
FACSIMILE - 202-586-4403

Cear Secretary Abrahzm:

1 am in receipt of the Compact DJiscs the DOEs OCRWM sent rsgarding “he R

notice and the Yucca Mounitain P3SE. Thank you for vour role in providing me
these materials.

1 have been following this issue of YLEW storage or disposal for many years
and have visited Nevada and lis-ened to and read reports and reactions of
various parties including induszry representatives, DOE, NRC and OCRWM
spokespeople and others an the subject of the Yucca Mountain facility,

Of particular concern fegarding the designation of Yucca Mountain as a
repository is the whole issus of transportation through my commurity and
those of my friends and family members across —hs country. In this light,
the location of the upcoming hearings s=eem somewhat remote.

On behalf of the Green Party of Cuyzahoga County and the Covrdinating
Committee of the Green Party of Chio, I &m expressing our oblection te the
lack of proper, reasonable notice and oppertunity for hearing on the DOE’s
site recommzndation of Yucca Mountazin for & national high-level nuclear waslhe
repository. On August 21, 2001, with less than 2 days for any interested
person to read the DOE's more than 370 page long technical repors, "Yuccs
2untain Prelimirary Site Suitabi i~y Fvaluation,” Your agency announced it
was holding public hearings or the sitre recommendation of Yucca Mountain in
Nevada between September S5th ard 13th. NoT onty are these hearings
provided with totally inadequate notice, nut for persons who will be
rffected by the requisite transpertation of high-leval nuclear waste
through their hometowns via rail and road, your agensy has provided no
Spportunity to commnent on the suitability cf the racommendation. A few
meetings n Nevada does not come close to providing an opportunity for
Public hearing on z project of this magnitude and immense pntertial
danger to those on transportation routes “hroughout the county. In
addition, ir is plain that the rotice you provided was defective not
only for being absurdly short notice, bat for providing nctice to meet
at a plzce, canceling that site, then oroviding another site with an
incerrect address. Morsover, your agency provided that final notice of
the meeting at the wrong address on Aagush 31ss, the bsginning of the
long Labor Day weekerd, less than five Cays tc the meeting inciuvding the
intervening weekend and holiday.
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Finally, it is plain frcm the notices your agency published in

the Federal Reglister on August 21, 27 znd 31, that the public is not
clearly placed on notice tha* these are public hearings on your agency's
decision to recommend Yucca Mountain as the site for a national
high-level nuclear waste repository. Persons rsading the notice are
given the impression that these are merely hearings on the preliminazy
site suitabkility evaluaticn. Even then, your provisien of less thar
thirty days notice from the availakbiiity of the 370 page evealuatior and
the few hearings in Nevada make it impossikle tor ordinary citizens to
have any meaningful particlpation in such reetings. 'the notice was absurdly
short even Lo arrdange one's schedule to attend, too far away from most
persons who are ilaleresied due vo being on the tigh-level nuclear waste
transportaticn routes, too little time io acgulre and assimilate the
substance of the 370-plus page evaluation of the site, and cvompletely
defective due to the errors mentioned above.

There 1s no doubt that, nc matter what provisions may be in the

Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the United States Constitution's Tifth hmendment
protections require that pervsons such as curselves--and afected
Nevadans--mnst hatve at least reascnable notice and ar opporsunity to be
heard on a decision such as this one, a decision with vast resercussiocns

and grave potential dangers. Your agency's actions in this regard have

not come even close to meeting the most minimal constitutional protecticns of
citizens' rights to¢ dus process in this instance. We are certain you have
viclated cur rights and those of ths citizens of Nevada.

We call o1 you to reschedule these hearings with adeguate notice and a
meaningful opportunizy to be heard by all perscns who will be affected

by your agency's recommendation ¢f Yucca Mountain as the rnational
high~level waste repository, including, especially, residents of all the
communities along the transportatiosn zoutes whica will be used to move the
HLRW to its eventual disposition.

Sincerely,

David Ellison, AIA
Coordinating Committes Member and Spokesperscn
Green Partiss of Cuvahoga County and the State of Jhic

cc: Lake Barrett, Acting Director

Cffice of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
U.5. Department of Fnergy

1000 Independence Avenue, SK

Washington, DC 20585

FA¥X: 202-586-2672

Carcl Hanlon

U.S5. Department of Enerqgy

Yucce Mountain Site Characterization Office (M/S #0225}
P. C. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 88036-(0307

FAX: £200-967-07335
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